DID    DEMOCRACY   FAIL   IN   SPAIN?

In the same way, now that the war is over, they employ their
time not in attacking Franco or denouncing the brutal reprisals
against the Republicans, but in informing the world that the
aggressors in Spain were not, as some people had innocently
thought, Hitler and Mussolini, but Stalin, Dr. Negrin and myself.
We knew that they spent their time criticizing the Government,
but we were convinced that they would be isolated by public
opinion and that there was no need to take action against
them.

Democracy, Spanish democracy, did not fail in Spain during
the war. It was European, and to a certain extent American
democracy, that failed in Spain, and failed lamentably.

The British and French democracies, in particular, failed to
recognize in time that the battle between democracy and Fascism
was being fought in Spain, and that the result of the struggle
would have a profound effect on the political development of
Europe. Their behaviour throughout the Spanish war was
characterized by that same slowness and inability to oppose the
firm and rapid action of the totalitarian States which has brought
Europe within two years under the hegemony of the Axis. They
invented Non-Intervention when the Italian and German aero-
planes were already known to be on rebel territory. In the
London Committee they were the constant victims of, if not con-
nivers at, the facile manoeuvres of the aggressor States. Through-
out the two and a half years of German and Italian intervention
in Spain, Great Britain and France made no serious attempt to put
an end to it. When the Spanish Government protested in Paris, it
was told confidentially that London would not make any move.
When London's attention was drawn to the situation, the blame
was put on Paris. In this way the responsibility for a policy
of suicidal passivity was flung backwards and forwards between
Paris and London, as though it was not the vital interests of
Great Britain and France that were at stake. And all this time
Hitler and Mussolini were extending their sway in Spain.

The reason given to justify this insane and fundamentally
anti-French and anti-British policy of the London and Paris
Governments, was that it would avoid a general conflagration.